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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on November 8, 2006 for 
a Request Continued Examination (RCE) of earlier application. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 use § 102 

1 . Claims 2 1 -24 and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshimi (US Patent No. 3,424,178). 

Yoshimi shows and teaches a shelter comprising : a pole assembly comprising at least 
one roof hub (la), at least one horizontal pole (2b) connecting between two hubs (la, Id) (see 
Fig. 5 A), a plurality of upright poles each includes a upper pole segment (2a) and a lower pole 
segment (2k) connected to the upper pole segment angularly by a comer hub (Ip) such that the 
lower pole segment (2k) extends upwardly fi-om the ground surface and being substantially more 
vertical with respect to the ground than the upper pole segment (2a), each roof hub (la) having a 
plurality of tubular members (1) each having an elongated recess (7), the upper pole segments of 
the upright pole, the lower pole segment (2k), and the horizontal pole (2b) each having one end 
having a projection (6) being inserted and interiocked with the recess (7) to provide a removably 
and non-rotatably connection between the pole and the hub respectively, and a canopy supported 
by the pole assembly. 

2. Claims 21-29 and 3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zou 
(US Patent No.6,374,843). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/732,73 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3636 

Zou shows and teaches a sheUer comprising: a pole assembly comprising at least one roof 
hub, a plurality of upright poles each includes a upper pole segment (2) and a lower pole segment 
(1) angularly connected to the upper pole segment by a comer hub (5) such that the lower pole 
segment (1) extends upwardly from the ground surface and being substantially more vertical 
with respect to the ground than the upper pole segment (2), each of the roof and comer hub 
having a plurality of tubular members with a oblong cross section and holes, wherein the upper 
and lower pole segments each having an oblong cross section substantially as same to the cross 
section of the tubular member of the hub, and the end of the upper and lower pole segments each 
having a spring detent to being received within aperture formed on the tubular members of the 
hub respectively such that the upright pole being locked to the tubular member of the hub with a 
non-rotatable connection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. Claim 21-29 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
(US Patent No. 5,732,726) in view of Lin et al. (US Patent No.6,41 8,949) . 

Lee shows and teaches a shelter (10) comprising : a pole assembly comprising at least 
one hub (20 or 42), at least one horizontal pole (40) for connection between two hubs, a plurality 
of upright poles (24) each includes a lower pole segment (14 ) extending substantially vertical 
and an upper pole segment (16) angularly connected to the lower pole segment, the roof and 
comer hubs each having a plurality of tubular members (50 or 60) with openings (54 or 64) and a 
locking slot formed on the tubular member therein, the upper pole segments (16) of the upright 
pole and the horizontal pole (40) each having one end being inserted into the opening (64) and 
having a spring detent being biased into the slot such that the pole segments being locked to the 
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hub and being nonrotatable with respect to the hub. Ahhough Lee does not specifically define 
how the end of the pole being locked with the tubular member as claimed, Lin et al. teaches two 
tubular member having oblong cross sections with a flat portion that removably engage each 
other without rotation therebetween, and one of the tubular member having a spring engaging 
with a slot of another tubular member to form a non-rotatable interlocking the two tubular 
members together. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the shelter of Lee having the end of the pole and the tubular 
members of the hub having oblong cross sections with the ends of the poles having spring 
locking mechanism being in snapping fit into the slots formed on the tubular members of the hub 
as taught by Lin et al, for providing a removable attachment but non-rotatable connection 
between the hub and the poles. 

Response to Arguments 
4. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references 
of Lee and Lin et al. , the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where 
there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/w re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 
USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, first applicant recites the pole segments being 
removably attached to the hub by a "first connection", and the first connection and the pole 
segment being nonrotatable . Lee teaches the pole segment being removably attached to the hub 
by a spring detent biasing to engage with the slot formed on the tubular members of the hub. 
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after the spring detent engaged and locked with the slot, the upright pole is not rotatable with 
respect to the hub as claimed. Lee discloses and shows the hub having a slot for locking with 
the upright pole in a spring-engaging telescopic manner except does not show the spring. Lin is 
used as a reference to teach two tubular members being removably but nonrotatably connected 
one to another by spring detent connection in a telescopic manner as known in the art. Lee is 
also used to teach two tubular members would be formed with oblong cross section to provide 
further nonrotatable connection as claimed. Both references are discloses a spring-engaging 
connection between two tubular members. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the tubular members of Lee's hub and the upright pole having oblong cross 
sections as taught by Lin et al. to provide nonrotatable connection before or after two members 
being interlocked one to another 

Therefore, the rejections stand granted. 

Citation 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. Pui et al. '939 teaches a connector and two members having oblong cross sections 
for providing nonrotatable connection therebetween as similar to the claimed invention. 

Inquiry Contacts 

Any inquiry conceming this conmiunication or earlier conimunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Winnie Yip whose telephone number is 571-272-6870. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-5:30). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on 571-272-6670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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